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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

• All candidates must receive the same 

treatment.  Examiners must mark the first candidate in 

exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates 

must be rewarded for what they have shown they can do 

rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme 

not according to their perception of where the grade 

boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark 

scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of 

credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 

provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 

and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application 

of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 

leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Quest ion 1 –  Evaluate the view that the level of development is a more 
important factor than the magnitude of the hazard in explaining their 
impact.  

•  Research why tectonic hazards have different impacts on contrast ing 
locat ions 

•  Research a range of disasters to examine the importance of hazard 
magnitude, socio-economic and geographical factors in explaining their 
effects.  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  

Th e focu s of  th is t it le is the complex relat ionship between hazards and 

the d isasters that  somet imes ensue – the research foci ident if y the need 

to understand the varied outcomes and the complexity of  the 

relat ionships and that  the causes of  d isasters may only be part ially  

explained by the magnitude of  the hazard.  
 

Th e f ram ew ork  chosen may be by the following. 

1 . Type of  tecton ic hazard – there are three main types – 

earthquakes, volcanoes and ( secondary) t sunami – best  approach 

would probably be case-study led. 
2 . Scale of  hazard and/ or scale of  d isaster – case-study led using 

various measurements of  in tensity/ scale mapped against  

measurements of  scale of  d isaster and the impact  of  local and not  

so local geographical factors. 

3 . Developed/ developing world  cont rasts using concepts of  variat ions 

in  socio-economic factors  
 

Key  an aly t ica l  p o in t s 

• A clear understanding of  the d ist inct ion between hazards and d isasters 

is an essent ial pre- requisite of  a good report . 

• The def in it ions need to include an overview of  ‘development ’, ‘d isaster’ 

and  the varied nature of  ‘impacts’.  

• However, the main theme will be how human act ion/ inact ion turns a 

hazard in to a d isaster.  

• Some may recognise that  d isasters of ten have a d ist inct ive socio-

economic prof ile even in  h igh ly developed societ ies because of  land-use 

zoning and uneven resource allocat ion 

• The scale of  natural d isasters will be af fected by;  

1 . Size and f requency of  event  – if  the event  is very large, e.g . 

Japanese tsunami  

2 . Locat ion of  event  –  remoteness, d if f icu lt y of  access. 

3 . Timing of  event  –  t ime of  day/ year. 

4 . Socio-economic issues, includ ing bu ild ing qualit y, populat ion 
densit ies in  vu lnerable areas and abilit y  to escape/ evacuate. 

5 . Qualit y of  governance which impacts on;   

-  qualit y of  warn ing/ prediction techniques 

-  qualit y of  prior planning, e.g . bu ild ing design 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

I n  su m m ary  

• The scale of  those d isasters is clearly consequent ial upon a series 

of  factors both natural and human but  u lt imately mega-hazards are 

likely to be devastat ing wherever they occur –  less ext reme events 

are probably more d isast rous in  some areas than others because of  
level of  development  but  remember that  th is can vary with in  an 

count ry.  

 

Case st u d ies u sed  are l ik e ly  t o  in clu d e:  

1. Californ ia –  Loma Prieta 

2. Nyiragongo 
3. Hait i v Chile 

4 . I celand – Eyjaf jallajöku ll 

5 . Hawaii 

6 . Asian, Japanese and Chilean tsunami events. 



 

Quest ion 2 –   Evaluate the view that environmental factors are the most 
cause for  var iat ions in food insecur ity.  

•  Research the varied causes of hunger in both the developed and the 
developing world.  

•  Research a range of locat ions to examine how environmental,  economic 
and poli t ical factors contribute to food insecurity.  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  

Th e focu s of  th is t it le is the r e la t iv e  importance of  environmental factors 

when compared with  economic and polit ical issues.  

 

Th e f ram ew ork  chosen may be by the following. 
1 . Dif ferent causes of  food insecurit y across a range of  count ries at  

d if ferent stages of  development  includ ing examples f rom both the 

developed and the developing world   

2 . Dif ferent t ypes/ levels of  food insecurit y and how these may be 

more or less local. 
3 . A ‘case-study’ approach by area/ reg ion with  d if ferent  examples 

illust rat ing a variat ion in  the sign if icance of  economic, polit ical and 

environmental  

 

Key  an aly t ica l  p o in t s 

• Ult imately, at  a g lobal level, the environmental const rain ts are limit ing 
because of  the complex relat ionship between food supply and the basic 

resource of  available land and the qualit y of  the soil. 

• This problem is exacerbated by the overarch ing problem of  climate 

change and a catast rophic decline in  biod iversit y which places major 

const rain ts on fu ture food supply. The sign if icance of  th is will grow!   

• Evidence for th is might  be drawn f rom sub-Saharan Af rica with  well-
known ‘case-study’ led material  on desert if icat ion in  the Sahel but  also 

f rom the developed world  exploring the impact  of , for example, High 

Plains irrigat ion in  the mid-west  and/ or the drought in  south west  USA. 

• These ideas might  be explored through the applicat ion of  

Malthusian/ Boserupian theory to suggest how technology (driven by 
economics)  might  provide a solu t ion to resource const rain ts by moving 

away f rom ‘t rad it ional’ agricu ltural pract ices to more technologically 

innovat ive methods. 

• Signif icant  changes in  tastes driven by increased economic prosperit y  

have led to more pressure on resources;  especially notable is the 

increase in  meat  consumpt ion in  ( some)  emerg ing economies. 

• Polit ical decisions may be exacerbat ing d if ferences in  food supply and 

thus food securit y, both with in  count ries and between them. 

• Global governance will be needed to address environmental catast rophe 

and there is no sign whatsoever of  that  emerg ing emphasising the role 

of  polit ics both locally and g lobally. 

 

I n  Su m m ary  



 

  

The quest ion is set  in  the present  ‘…are environmental’ but  it  is 

leg it imate to see th is in  terms of  potent ial threats. Senso st ricto the 

current  geography of  food insecurit y is probably not  dominated by 

environmental issues but  by economic and polit ical factors that  

cont rol d ist ribut ion rather than supply and it  is d ist ribut ion which 
dominates food insecurit y.  

Case st u d ies are l ik e ly  t o  in clu d e:  

 

1. Global environmental issues 

2. The Sahel 

3 . USA product ion methods e.g. feedlots and in tensive agricu lture e.g. 
growth of  corn 

4. Land ownersh ip issues – Eth iopia/ Saudi Arabia  

 



 

Quest ion 3 – ‘ It  is impossible to protect most cultural landscapes in an 
increasingly global ised wor ld’ .   Discuss. 

•  Research the reasons why globalisat ion poses threats to cultural 
landscapes. 

•  Research a range of contrast ing locat ions to explore the extent to which 
cultures and cultural landscapes are threatened by a variety of factors.   

I n d icat iv e con t en t  

Th e focu s of  th is t it le is whether or not  the f reer movement  of  people, 

capital and across in ternat ional borders has impacted on the will and/ or 

abilit y  to protect  d ist inct ive cu ltural landscapes 

 
Th e f ram ew ork  chosen may be by the following. 

1 . Case stud ies of  d if ferent  societ ies/ places with  cont rast ing types of  

cu ltural landscapes with  cont rast ing values at t ributed to those 

landscapes. 

2 . Case stud ies to illust rate how d if ferent  cu ltures and their associated 
landscapes are protected by in ternat ional agencies (UNESCO)  

nat ional and local governments 

3. Some might  take a theoret ical approach to d iscuss the possibilit y  of  

af ford ing protect ion – hyperg lobalisers both posit ive and negat ive, 

scept ics and t ransformat ionalists. 

 
Key  an aly t ica l  p o in t s 

• Cultural landscapes are inevitably palimpsests with  some showing 

through the present -day landscapes more clearly than others. 

• Not  all such landscapes are valued especially if  they do not  sit  

comfortably with  dominant  ideolog ies – for example Dharavi can be 

seen as a d ist inct ive cu ltural landscape with  h igh social capital.  

• For example, there has been a long- term tension between the 

landscapes of  ind igenous peoples and colon ising ( largely European)  

peoples – these tensions pre-date the modern era of  g lobalisat ion. 

• However, the pressure on them has been exacerbated by g lobalisat ion 

e.g. ancest ral landscapes of  ind igenous nat ive Americans in  Alberta or 
similar pressures in  Amazonia as Lat in  American governments seek to 

increase oil output . 

• There is no unambiguous relat ionship between the preservat ion of  some 

cu ltural landscapes and g lobalisat ion – for example tourism might  fund 

the preservat ion of  Bath, Sienna, Paris through UNESCO world  heritage 

status.  

• Some cultural landscapes would be regarded and backward looking and 

regressive – Jamaican plantat ions might  not  be worthy of  preservat ion. 

 

I n  su m m ary  

• The keywords in  the t it le are ‘impossible’ and ‘most ’ –  at  one level th is 

might  be argued to be a t ru ism. 



 

  

• Expect  examples of  ‘success’ in  the preservat ion of  some cu ltural 

landscapes ( rare outside the developed world)  might  be cited 

 

 

Case st u d ies u sed  are l ik e ly  t o  in clu d e:  
1. World heritage sites. 

2 . The ind igenous landscapes of  North  America. 

3 . Amish communit ies. 

4 . The English count ryside 



 

Quest i on  4  –  ‘Rising l i fe expectancy around the wor ld suggests that 
health r isks are decreasing everywhere’ .  To what extent do you agree? 

•  Research variat ions in li fe expectancy globally and between and within 
countries. 

•  Research a range of locat ions with different li fe expectancies to explore 
the contrast ing trends in health risks.  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  

Th e focu s of  th is t it le is the that  the largely although not  un iversal 

increases in  life expectancy ref lect  reduct ions in  health  risk.  

 

Th e f ram ew ork  chosen may be by the following. 

1 . Cont rast ing h istories of  health  risk f rom the developed and the 

developing world  
2 . Dif ferent causes of  health  risk includ ing environmental factors 

( includ ing air and water pollu t ion)  socio-economic status, poverty 

and geographic factors such as climate, and how these are 

changing. 

3 . Models of  health  risk (ETM, Kuznets) . 

 
Key  an aly t ica l  p o in t s 

• Global life expectancy is 72 years at  birth  and has been rising -  People 

are liv ing much longer worldwide than they were two decades ago, as 

death rates f rom in fect ious d iseases and card iovascular d isease have 

fallen. 

• At  the same t ime, count ries have made great  st rides in  reducing 

mortalit y f rom d iseases such as measles and d iarrhea, with  83%  and 

51%  reduct ions, respect ively, f rom 1990 to 2018 

• However, there are very sign if icant  nat ional variat ions with  the range 

current ly for 52 to 84. 

• Even with  big  improvements in  longevity in  low- income count ries, the 
types of  health  challenges faced by count ries such as Boliv ia, Nepal, 

and Niger are far d if ferent f rom those faced by count ries such as Japan, 

Spain, and the United States.  

• However, the health  challenges of  many middle- income count ries such 

as China or Brazil are also closer to those in  the US. 

• Local variat ions are largely driven by variat ions in  wealth / income with in  
count ries – there is a d irect  relat ionship between levels of  deprivat ion 

and mortalit y rates as evident  in  Glasgow as it  is in  Mumbai or Lagos. 

• These lat ter variat ions are closely related to levels of  development  and 

the availabilit y  and costs of  inoculat ion/ t reatment  (e.g. AIDs/ HIV)  but  

whatever the cause pollu t ion may play a cent ral role 

• There are sign if icant  threats to posit ive t rends in  life expectancy  , not  

least  the increasing st ruggle to maintain  ef fect ive antibiot ics, d ietary 

challenges and the rise of  environmentally related premature deaths   
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I n  su m m ary  

• The correct  answer is ‘yes’ but….. 

• The depth and detail of  the qualif ications and an acknowledgement that  

the current  improvement  might  not  be sustainable will be the key 

d if ferentiat ing factors 

 

Case st u d ies u sed  are l ik e ly  t o  in clu d e:  

 

1. Nat ional cont rasts Japan v Sierra Leone 

2. Cont rasts with in  count ries – UK/ USA 
3. Cont rasts with in  cit ies – ‘life on the line’ ( London)  


